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"TEE OFF CORRECTLY” 
 

1 TIMOTHY  4:11-16 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

LIFE IS LIKE A GOLF GAME.  FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO 
HAVE PLAYED A ROUND OR TWO, YOU KNOW HOW 
CHALLENGING THE SPORT OF GOLF CAN BE. 
 
I KNOW THAT TIGER WOODS, PHIL MICKELSON AND VIJAY 
SINGH, MAKE IT LOOK EASY ON TELEVISION WHEN THEY 
HIT THE BALL OVER THE POND AND ONTO THE GREEN, 
ONLY 3 FEET FROM THE PEN. 
 
BUT FOR THE AVERAGE PLAYER, THE BALL WILL 
PROBABLY END UP IN THE POND, OR FAR BEYOND THE 
GREEN IN THE RUFF. 
 
LIFE IS LIKE A GOLF GAME BECAUSE ON THE SURFACE IT 
APPEARS TO BE RELATIVELY SIMPLE, BUT IT IS ACTUALLY 
VERY CHALLENGING. 
 
IN THIS MESSAGE TODAY, I WANT TO EXPLORE SOME OF 
THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF GOOD GOLFING AND ATTEMPT  
TO APPLY THEM TO OUR APPROACH TO LIFE ITSELF. 
 
NOW, I WANT TO BE HONEST AND TELL YOU THAT I NEVER 
PLAYED A ROUND OF GOLF IN MY LIFE, SO THIS IS A CASE 
OF DO AS I SAY, AND NOT DO AS I DO. 
 
I. TO TEE OFF CORRECTLY, YOU NEED TO GET A 
 GOOD GRIP. 
 

A . F I R ST  A  G OL F E R  G R I PS H I S C L UB  W I T H  B OT H  
H A NDS, SO T H A T  H I S H A NDS A R E  I NSE PA R A B L E .                                                                                        
                         
T H I S W OR K S T O C OM B I NE  T H E  ST R E NG T H  OF  
B OT H  A R M S I NT O ONE  SM OOT H  M OT I ON A  L OOSE  
G R I P W I L L  C A USE  T H E  F OR C E  OF  T H E  C L UB  T O 
T UR N, R E SUL T I NG  I N SL I C I NG  T H E  B A L L  T O T H E  
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R I G H T , OR  H OOK I NG  T O T H E  L E F T .                                                                                 
                               
1. A  G OL F E R  K NOW S T H A T  A  C OR R E C T  G R I P 

C A N DO W H A T  B R UT E  ST R E NG T H  C A NNOT  
DO.         
  

2. T H E  L ONG  B A L L  H I T T E R S L E A R N H OW  T O 
USE  T H E I R  W R I ST S A S W E L L  A S T H E I R  
SH OUL DE R S.       
  

3. T H E I R  G R I P ON T H E  C L UB  I S A S I M POR T A NT  
A S T H E  SI Z E  OF  T H E I R  B I C E PS. 

 
   

B . M A NY  Y OUNG  PE OPL E  H A V E  T R I E D T O F I ND A  
 H A NDL E  ON L I F E , B UT  T H E R E  I S NONE  B E T T E R  
 T H A N F A I T H . 

 
  SOM E ONE  H A S SA I D T H A T  L I F E  H A S T W O   
       H A NDL E S, F A I T H  A ND F E A R . 
 

1. T H E  H A NDL E  OF  F E A R  C A USE S SW E A T Y  
PA L M S, A ND SL I PPE R Y  F I NG E R S.   
  

2. T H E  Y OUNG  PE R SON W H O G R A B S H OL D OF  
F E A R  W I L L  F I ND H I M SE L F  ST R I PPE D OF  
E V E R Y T H I NG  W OR T H W H I L E .   
  

3. T H E  H A NDL E  OF  F A I T H  I S ST E A DY  A ND 
SE C UR E , A ND I T  I S E SPE C I A L L Y  DE SI G NE D 
F OR  DE A L I NG  W I T H  L I F E ’ S G R E A T E ST  
C H A L L E NG E S       
  

4. F E A R  W I L L  PUT  Y OU I N T H E  R OUG H , W H I L E  
F A I T H  W I L L  K E E P Y OU I N T H E  M I DDL E  OF  
T H E  F A I R W A Y . 

 
C . C L A SS OF  2010, Y OU NE E D F A I T H  B E C A USE  I T  I S 

NOT  E A SY  DE A L I NG  W I T H  T H E  PR E SSUR E S OF  
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T ODA Y ’ S W OR L D.       
  

• DR UG S       
  

• A L C OH OL       
   

• SUI C I DE        
  

• PR E M A R I T A L  SE X  
 

D. C L A SS OF  2010, I  K NOW  Y OU A R E  F I L L E D W I T H  
UNA NSW E R E D QUE ST I ONS. 
 
1. “ W H Y  DON’ T  M Y  PA R E NT S C A R E  A B OUT  M E ?”

   
2. “ W H A T  A M  I  G OI NG  T O DO W I T H  M Y  L I F E ?”  

  
3. “ H OW  C A N I  SA Y  NO T O M Y  F R I E NDS?”   

  
4. “ W H A T ’ S W R ONG  W I T H  H A V I NG  A  L I T T L E  

F UN?”          
  

5. “ H OW  C A N I  DE A L  W I T H  R E J E C T I ON?”   
  

6. “ W I L L  T H I S B OR E DOM  E V E R  E ND?”  
 

E . T H E SE  A R E  T H E  K I NDS OF  QUE ST I ONS Y OUNG  
PE OPL E  A R E  F A C I NG . 

 
  NO W ONDE R  T H E Y  G E T  A  L I T T L E  SH A K E N UP   
  A ND L OSE  T H E I R  G R I P ON L I F E . 
 

1. Y OU M A Y  A C T  C OC K Y  A ND C ONF I DE NT , B UT  I  
K NOW  Y OUR  H E A R T S A R E  F I L L E D W I T H  
F E A R .        
  

2. Y OU A R E  A F R A I D OF  F A I L UR E  A ND Y OU A R E  
A F R A I D OF  SUC C E SS.     
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3. Y OU A R E  A F R A I D T H A T  L I F E  W I L L  C H A NG E  

A ND Y OU A R E  A F R A I D I T  W ON’ T    
  

4. Y OU A R E  A F R A I D T O W I T H DR A W , B UT  Y OU 
A R E  A L SO A F R A I D T O R E A C H  OUT   
  

5. Y OU A R E  A F R A I D OF  DE A T H , B UT  Y OU A R E  
A L SO A F R A I D OF  L I F E . (L I F E }  

 
F . SOM E H OW , Y OU M UST  G E T  A  G R I P ON Y OUR  L I F E . 
 

1. Y OU H A V E  L E A R NE D A L G E B R A , C A L C UL US, 
SOC I A L  SC I E NC E S, B I OL OG Y  A ND 
C H E M I ST R Y .  B UT  NO ONE  H A S T A UG H T  Y OU 
F A I T H .        
  

2. F A I T H :  SOM E T H I NG  T O B E L I E V E  I N  
  

3. F A I T H :  A  W A Y  T O G E T  A  H OL D ON L I F E  
  

4. Y OU SH OUL D NOT  T E E  OF F  UNT I L  Y OU H A V E  
F A I T H . 

 
I. TO TEE OFF CORRECTLY, YOU NEED TO GET A 
 GOOD GRIP.   (FAITH) 
 
I I . T O T E E  OF F  C OR R E C T L Y , Y OU NE E D T O K E E P 
 Y OUR  H E AD DOW N. 
 

A . T H E  G OL F E R  W H O R A I SE S H I S H E A D B E F OR E  OR  
DUR I NG  T H E  SW I NG , W I L L  E I T H E R  T OP T H E  B A L L  
OR  PL OUG H  I NT O T H E  G R OUND. 

 
  AL L  OF T HOSE  GI BBE T S ON T HE  FAI R W AY  AR E  T HE  
  R E SUL T  OF PL AY E R S W HO HAV E  T HE I R  NOSE S I N  
  T HE  AI R  W AY  AHE AD OF T HE I R  CL UBS. 
   
  A N OUNC E  OF  H UM I L I T Y  I S B E T T E R  T H A N A   
  POUND OF  PR I DE . 
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  DI D Y OU K NOW  T H A T  ONE  OF  T H E  T E N   
  C OM M A NDM E NT S W A S G I V E N E SPE C I A L L Y  T O  
  Y OUNG  PE OPL E ? 
 

1. T H E  5T H C OM M A NDM E NT  SA Y S; ”  H ONOR  T H Y  
M OT H E R  A ND T H Y  F A T H E R ;  T H A T  T H Y  DA Y S 
M A Y  B E  L ONG  UPON T H E  L A ND W H I C H  T H E  
L OR D T H Y  G OD G I V E T H  T H E E ”    
  

2. B I L L  C OSB Y  SA I D I T  A NOT H E R  W A Y ;  “ R E SPE C T  
Y OUR  PA R E NT S, B E C A USE  T H E Y  B R OUG H T  
Y OU I NT O T H I S W OR L D A ND T H E Y  C A N T A K E  
Y OU OUT ”  (PE R SONA L )     
    

3. T H E  R E A L  W OR K  OF  H UM I L I T Y  I S OB E DI E NC E .  
I T  R E QUI R E S T H A T  Y OU SUB M I T  T O T H E  
A UT H OR I T Y  OV E R  Y OU. 

 
I. TO TEE OFF CORRECTLY, YOU NEED TO GET A 
 GOOD GRIP. 
 
I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O K E E P 
 Y OUR  H E AD DOW N. 
 
I I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O 
 C H E C K  Y OUR  ST A NC E . 
 
 A . G OL F E R S K NOW  T H E     I M POR T A NC E  OF    
  SQUA R I NG  OF F  W I T H  T H E  B A L L . 
   
  I T  I S POSSI B L E  T O H I T  T H E  B AL L  PE R F E C T L Y   
  ST R A I G H T  A ND B E  50 Y A R DS OF F  T A R G E T  SI M PL Y  
  B E C A USE  Y OU W E R E  F A C I NG  T H E  W R ONG    
  DI R E C T I ON. 
 
  A  PA R T  OF  C H E C K I NG  Y OUR  ST A NC E  I NV OL V E S 
  F A C I NG  UP T O Y OUR  PR OB L E M S. 
 

1. 90 %  OF  A L L  DR UG  A ND A L C OH OL  A B USE  I S 
PA R T  OF  A N E F F OR T  T O E SC A PE  R E A L I T Y . 
  

2. H A V E  Y OU H E A R D T H E  ST UDE NT ’ S PR A Y E R ? 
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a. “ NOW  I  L A Y  M E  DOW N T O R E ST , A ND 
H OPE  T O PA SS T OM OR R OW ’ S T E ST , I F  
I  SH OUL D DI E  B E F OR E  I  W A K E , 
T H A T ’ S ONE  L E SS T E ST  I ’ L L  H A V E  T O 
T A K E .”  

 
3. NO ONE  L I K E S T H E  PR E SSUR E  I NV OL V E D I N 

M E A SUR I NG  UP T O SOM E ONE  E L SE ’ S 
ST A NDA R D B UT  Y OU C A NNOT  I G NOR E  T H E  
I SSUE  OF  A C C OUNT A B I L I T Y .    
  

4. W H E N Y OU A V OI D DE A L I NG  W I T H  Y OUR  
PR OB L E M S, T H E Y  W I L L  C OM E  H OM E  T O 
H A UNT  Y OU.       
    

5. I N C OL L E G E , Y OU C A NNOT  C UT  C L A SS E V E R Y  
DA Y .  T H E R E  I S A  T E ST  E V E NT UA L L Y .  
  

6. Y OU C A N’ T  PL A Y  SI C K  J UST  B E C A USE  Y OU 
DON’ T  H A V E  Y OUR  H OM E W OR K .   
  

7. E V E NT UA L L Y , Y OU M UST  PR OV E  Y OUR SE L F  
A ND T H E  SOONE R  T H E  B E T T E R .   
  

8. F A C I NG  UP T O Y OUR  R E SPONSI B I L I T Y  I S T H E  
B E ST  W A Y  T O G E T  ST A R T E D.  

 
C . C L A SS OF  2010, Y OU NE E D T O L E A R N T O 

C OM M UNI C A T E . 
 

1. W H E N Y OU SPE A K  UP, PE OPL E  W I L L  R E SPOND 
T O Y OU A ND G I V E  Y OU F E E D-B A C K  T H A T  W I L L  
H E L P Y OU T O B E T T E R  UNDE R ST A ND 
Y OUR SE L F .        
  

2. W H E N C OM M UNI C A T I ON L I NE S B R E A K DOW N, 
SE L F  I DE NT I T Y  DE T E R I OR A T E S A ND 
R E L A T I ONSH I PS F A L L  A PA R T .    
  

3. ST OP T E X T I NG , T W I T T I NG  A ND I -M I NG , A ND 
T A L K  T O, E A C H  OT H E R  F A C E  -T O –F A C E . 

 



 7 
 
I. TO TEE OFF CORRECTLY, YOU NEED TO GET A 
 GOOD GRIP. (FAITH & NOT FEAR) 
 
I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O K E E P 
 Y OUR  H E AD DOW N.  (H UM I L I T Y  &  OB E DI E NC E ) 
 
I I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O 
 C H E C K  Y OUR  ST A NC E . (FACE  Y OUR   PR OBL E MS) 
 
I V . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O 
 F OL L OW  T H R OUG H . 
 

A . NO G OL F  SW I NG  I S W OR T H  I T S SA L T  I F  I T  ST OPS 
SH OR T . -  H OL DI NG  B A C K  A T  T H E  L A ST  M OM E NT  
I S NOT  T H E  SOL UT I ON T O A  DI F F I C UL T  SH OT , B UT  
T O F OL L OW  T H R OUG H  I S.  – Y OU NE E D T O SE T  
G OA L S A ND W OR K  T OW A R D T H E M .   I F  Y OU A I M  
A T  NOT H I NG , Y OU W I L L  H I T  NOT H I NG . 

 
1. I T ’ S E A SY  T O SC OR E  A  B UL L S E Y E  W H E N 

E V E R Y  T H I NG  I S R E L A T I V E .    
  

2. I T ’ S E A SY  T O R E A C H  Y OUR  G OA L S, W H E N 
Y OUR  G OA L S A R E  T O G E T  UP I N T H E  M OR NI NG  
A ND H A V E  B R E A K F A ST      
  

3. ONL Y  W H E N Y OU F OL L OW  T H R OUG H  W I T H  
SOM E T H I NG  T R UL Y  W OR T H W H I L E  C A N Y OU 
I M PR OV E . 

E DG AR  G UE ST  
POE M  

 
WHEN YOU'RE UP AGAINST A TROUBLE,  

MEET IT SQUARELY, FACE TO FACE;  
LIFT YOUR CHIN AND SET YOUR SHOULDERS,  

PLANT YOUR FEET AND TAKE A BRACE. 
 

WHEN IT'S VAIN TO TRY TO DODGE IT,  
DO THE BEST THAT YOU CAN DO;  
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YOU MAY FAIL, BUT YOU MAY CONQUER,  

SEE IT THROUGH!  
 

BLACK MAY BE THE CLOUDS ABOUT YOU 
AND YOUR FUTURE MAY SEEM GRIM,  

BUT DON'T LET YOUR NERVE DESERT YOU;  
KEEP YOURSELF IN FIGHTING TRIM. 

 
IF THE WORST IS BOUND TO HAPPEN,  

SPITE OF ALL THAT YOU CAN DO,  
RUNNING FROM IT WILL NOT SAVE YOU,  

SEE IT THROUGH!  
 

EVEN HOPE MAY SEEM BUT FUTILE, 
WHEN WITH TROUBLES YOU'RE BESET, 

BUT REMEMBER YOU ARE FACING 
JUST WHAT OTHER MEN HAVE MET. 

 
YOU MAY FAIL, BUT FALL STILL FIGHTING;  

DON'T GIVE UP, WHATE'ER YOU DO;  
EYES FRONT, HEAD HIGH TO THE FINISH. 

SEE IT THROUGH! 
 
I. TO TEE OFF CORRECTLY, YOU NEED TO GET A 
 GOOD GRIP. (FAITH NOT FEAR) 
 
I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY Y OU NE E D T O K E E P 
 Y OUR  H E AD DOW N. (H UM I L I T Y  &  OB E DI E NC E ) 
 
I I I . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O 
 C H E C K  Y OUR  ST A NC E . (FACE  Y OUR   PR OBL E MS) 
 
I V . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O 
 F OL L OW  T H R OUG H . (FI NI SH WHAT  Y OU ST AR T ) 
 
V . T O T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY, Y OU NE E D T O ST AY  
 OUT  OF  T H E  SAND T R APS. 
 

A . T H I S L A ST  POI NT  I S A L M OST  SE L F  E X PL A NA T OR Y .              
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1. SA ND T R A PS C A USE  Y OU R E PE T I T I V E  

ST R OK E S, B E C A USE  T H E Y  A R E  H A R D T O G E T  
OUT  OF . 

 
B . SO, A L SO,  I S I T  W I T H   T R OUB L E ;  

 
1. I T  I S B E T T E R  T O A V OI D T R OUB L E  A L L  

T OG E T H E R  B Y  SA Y I NG  NO!  
2. T O DR UG S:  NO!  
3. T O A L C OH OL :  NO!  
4. T O SE X UA L  PR OM I SC UI T Y :  NO!  
5. T O DR I NK I NG  A ND DR I V I NG :  NO!  
6. T O A  L I F E  OF  C R I M E :  NO!  
7. T O SE T T L I NG  F OR  SE C OND B E ST :  NO!  
8. T O DR OPPI NG  OUT  OF  C OL L E G E :  NO!  
9. T O DI SH ONOR I NG  M Y  F A M I L Y :  NO!  
10. T O E M B A R R A SSI NG  M Y  SC H OOL :  NO!   

 
ST A Y  OUT  OF  T H E  SA ND T R A P B E C A USE  T H E Y  W I L L  C OST  
Y OU M OR E  T H A N Y OU W A NT  T O PA Y  
 
SO, G O OUT  T H E I R  A ND “ T E E  OF F  CORRECTLY” . 
 

I L L UST R A T I ON 
 

ST OR Y  OF  T H E  M A N W H O T OOK  H I S SON  
T O PL A Y  A  R OUND OF  G OL F . 
(F E A R F UL   NOT   F A I T H F UL ) 

 
I L L UST R A T I ON 

 

ST OR Y  OF  T H E  A F R I C A N G A Z E L L E  
(F E AR F UL ) 

 
 
 
  


